
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

May 8, 2019 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Museum 

Called to Order:  4:00 P.M. 

Physically present:  Commission Members Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis, 

and Chris Newman 

Remotely Participating:  Commission Member Jon Ames 

Bob called the roll as required for remote participation.  All physically present members as well as Jon 

responded present to the roll call. 

Quorum met with five of the six members physically present and the six-member participating remotely. 

Also, in attendance was Ben Smith from West Bridgewater Cable T.V. 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of the April 9, 2019 meeting.  After review members found five 

typos.  Bob moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Joan seconded and Bob called the roll.  All 

members present and remote voted to accept the minutes as corrected and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

Joan reported on the financial accounts.  She said the Museum Donation Account remained at $4,189.95 

and after paying for the Museum door repairs the Operating budget is $663.00. 

Bob deviated from the agenda to welcome Ben Smith to our meeting since Ben had other commitments 

today and could not stay long. 

Ben updated the members as to the latest technology and said that DVD technology is dying.  He said 

that the recent Jim Benson tribute is about ten minutes long and will run on Channel 9 for two months.  

Ben added that he would try to burn a DVD of Jim’s tribute and forward to the Commission.  Bob said 

that he wants to advertise future museum open houses on W.B.T.V.  Ben said he woild put a blurb on 

T.V.  Bob said he would send the dates to Ben.  Bob asked if any members had any more questions for 

Ben.  Hearing none, Bob and the members thanked Ben for his attendance and Ben left the meeting at 

4:46 P.M. 

Bob received an e-mail from the Town Administrator’s office asking if all West Bridgewater Historical 

Commission members wanted to continue their membership and to respond to the Board of Selectmen.  

Bob said he would respond that he would notify the Board of Selectmen that all members would remain 

and ask the Board of Selectmen to exercise their appointment authority to appoint a seventh member. 
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Bob said he would give letters of support this Friday to the three town departments requesting C.P.A. 

funds at the upcoming Town Meeting. 

Members reviewed the recent Museum open house and Jim Benson’s tribute.  All agreed that the event 

went well.  Chris produced a $100.00 check from Erick Benson for the Museum.  Members agreed to put 

the check into the Museum Donation Account and added that some of the cash from the donation jar be 

added.  It was agreed that a total of $145.00 be added to the Donation Account and Joan would take 

care of it. 

Chris reported that she can potentially get a total of $500.00 in two grants from the Thrivent Grant 

Program for the upcoming annual year. 

Members agreed to a work party in the Town Hall office on June 9, 2019 at 1:00 P.M. in the West 

Bridgewater Historical Commission Town Hall office. 

Bob said the Museum floor under the Combination One Fire Truck appears dry and we should keep the 

truck in the Museum since it is not leaking. 

Bob suggested we should address the Drury Bell roof repair issue after the Annual Town Meeting, but in 

the meantime, Joan said she would ask Jim Henderson for an estimate. 

Joan said that the last C.P.A. meeting was cancelled and the next meeting is now scheduled for May 28, 

2019.  Bob said he would e-mail Cheryl, Chairman of the C.P.A. that our request for C.P.A. funds was a 

continuation of work on the Museum. 

Under new Business, Bob said that the Commission needs new business cards.  Members agreed and a 

motion was made and seconded to spend up to $100.00 to purchase updated WBHC business cards.  Bob 

called the roll as required for remote participation.  All physically present members as well as Jon 

responded to approve the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

Members discussed future open house dates and the next West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

meeting.  It was agreed that the Museum Open houses will be scheduled on Wednesdays.  June 5 and 

June 19 and July 10 and 24, 2019.  Open House will be between 5:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.  In addition, it 

was agreed that our next meeting would be held in conjunction with the June 5, 2019 open house at 5:00 

P. M. 

Bob asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none a motion was made to adjourn and 

seconded and Bob called the roll.  All physical present members as well as Jon voted to adjourn and the 

motion to adjourn passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:23 P.M. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday June 5, 2019 at 5:00 P.M. in conjunction with the Town 

Museum Open House. 

Respectfully Submitted by Tom McAndrew 



 

 


